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To the WORSHIPFULL | 


jlliam Grimſton, Ey; John Gape, E/i; 
homas Arris, Eſq, | Thomas Gape, Eſq; 
hn Coteſworth, Dr. William Neale, £/q; 
of Phyfick, | and Alderman; 


AND 
le Reverend Mr. Cole , Kector of the 
Abbey-Church ; "i 


Aus TEEs for the CHARITY-SCHOOL 
in St. ALBANS. 


Centlemen, 


HEN your Deſire to have this Ser- 
mon made publick, was ſignified to me 
„ in your very civil Letter, I thought I 
d not paſs it off with a Denial, and po#t- 
Jour Satigfactian to my Love of Privacy and 
urement,, without offending in ſome ſort againft 
God Manners I had been recommending to 
bers. And certainly when there appears ſo fa- 
able a Diſpoſition in Gentlemen of the Laity, 
Promote Religion and Virtue, it would very ill be- 

TS A 2 . ; am” 


come Us of the Clergy not to ſecond them, 


_ readily concurr with them in all we can ao, 


whoſe Duty it is to lead the way, and prevent 
 thers in every Good Work. Seeing then you | 
pleaſed to think that this Diſcourſe may be 57 
Uſe in the World, I am willing to flatter ny ſj 
with the ſame Hope, and do accordingly at yy 


Reque#t ſend it abroad, and commit it to the 
vine Bleſſing. Tf through 


W \ 


of it's Honorary Members. I am, 


Gentlemen, 


Your moſt humble, and 


| moſt obedient Servant, 


Wt .:;2 


PH. FALLI 
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the Perverſeneſs | 
Men, and the Bad Temper of the Times, it fi 
of Succeſs, ſtill ir will remain an Inſtance an 

eftimony of .my Reſpef to you, and of my 4 
to ſerve, in the beit way I am able, a Coryor 
tion, to which I am indebted, not only a; 
Neighbour, but,” which is ſomewhat more, at 
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e DI. 4nd be went up from thence unto Beth-el : And 
eſs | 4s be was going np by the Way, there came forth 
fa little Children out of the City, and mocked him, 
e and ſaid unto him, Go up thou bald-head! G9 
% 
\, And be turned back, and looted on them, and 
urſed them in the Name of the Lord: And 
there came forth two She-Bears out of the 
Wood, and tare forty and two Children of 


them, 


| Lt 
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as 
as ( 


- E have here an Example of great 
8 Severity againſt rude, ill- man- 
; ner'd, and wicked Children. But 

/ before proceed further upon theſe 
5 Words, I judge it neceſſary to 
uch at ſome Paſſages in Sacred Story, which will 
re great Light to the Fact here related: And in or- 
er to that, we muſt look ſo far back as the Revolt of 
be Ten Tribes from the Houſe of David, under the 
cading of Feroboam. 8 
Before that Breach, the State and Church of Iſrael 
fere but One; and as Feruſalem was the Capital of the 
mgdom, fo the Temple ſtanding there, was the Place 
!ther, by God's Appointment, the Twelve Tribes 
rent up at Solemn Times to worſhip. But the State 
nd Nation being ſplit into Two; there followed a 
ent in the Church likewiſe. For Feroboam, now King 
Iver the Ten Tribes, conſidering that if his new Sub- 
Cs continued to go up, as they were wont, to Feru- 
alen, and there join in 3 with their a 
FE | ER.” 0 


it, 


4 
my = 
led Som by them. *Tis indeed ſurprizing that e- 
om, when he caft off the Levites, and Prieſts of the 
d, did not at the ſame time take away this Col- 
W-calfo, which whilſt it ſtood, muſt remain a Nurſery 
the true Religion, and a Seminary of Prophets, who 
ould not fail to inveigh aloud againſt the Superſti- 
on he had brought in. But herein the Wiſdom of 
x over-ruled the Wickedneſs of Man: The Sons of 
e Prophets kept their Station at Beth-el, not without 
xd Effect we may be ſure on ſome of the Inhabi- 
its; though others, and they probably the much 
eater Number, complied with the Change, and fol 
wed the Religion of the Court. 
Where Two Religions are, there will ariſe Diſputes 
ong Men; and Diſputes will beget Animoſities, 
(harſh Uſage on both ſides; yet with this difference, 
at a Falſe Religion, eſpecially if back'd by Power, al- 
ys inſpires a more bitter and intemperate Spirit. 
hat happens elſewhere, muſt needs have happened 
Jeth- el, and I take the Fact in the Text, to which 
m now coming, to be an inſtance of the rude and 
ntumelious Behaviour of the Proſelytes to Idolatry, 
wards the Worſhippers of the true God, 
The Prophet Hliſha was on the Way to Beth-el, to 
it the Sous of the Prophets, who were now become 
5 Charge, by the — of Elijah into Heaven 
t many days before. He was already climbing up 
e Aſcent which led into the City, when there met 
ma Company of Children, come ont of the Place, who 
to abuſmg and affronting him. By all Circum- 
ances they were the Children of the Idolatrous Citi- 
ns, and by his Habit and Garb, or ſome other To- 
m, knew him to he a Prophet of the Lord, a Cha- 
der which their wicked Parents had taught them to 
te and revile. Perhaps they were inſtructed before, 
ſent out on purpoſe to inſult the Good Man, of 
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it. 3 . | 
1lled II Chron. Ri. 14. 25 | 5 
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E 
whoſe coming ſome notice had been given in t 
Town. Eliſha it ſeems was bald, which ſome Pr 
poſitors have erroneouſly attributed to his great Ag: 
not conſidering that we find him Prophecying unde 
the Reign of Foaſh, above Fifty Years after this. H 
could not therefore, in all likelyhood, be ſo very Ol 
at this Time, Baldneſs is an Infirmity or Blemiſh, 
Humane Nature, incident to ſome, and ſignifies ny 
thing to the making a Man good or bad. Neverthelel 
wantirg other Matter to reproach him with, this | 
laid hold on, and the Children deride him for it, cn 
ing out, Go np thou hald head! Go up thou bald bea 
the repeating of which Words twice in the Text, in 
plies that they purſued him long with their ba 
Clamcur, and ceaſed not mocking and hooting at hin 
till the Puniſhment inflicted on them put a ſtopt 
their Inſolence. os 
This was great Rudeneſs and Ill-manrers towar 
a Stranger, who came peaceably to their Town, t 
there were no more in it than ſo. But there lay att 
bottom a Malignity and Spight to him, upon accout 
of his Function and Relation to God, that exceeding 
aggravated their Fault. And ſome learned Men h; 
thought, that when they bid him go up, go up, thi 
meant by thoſe Words to reflect on the Report th 
newly ſpred of Elijab's Tranſlation, and to make 
Teſt of that Story: As if they had ſaid, Tis given 
amcrg thoſe of thy Sect and Way, that thy Mall 
Elijah is gone up into Heaven: Go thou up allo al 
him. go! and let the World be rid of you boch! 
The Vengeance that followed was ſudden and 
rible. The Prophet. movcd by a Divine Impulſe, 
like not to be pretended to, or drawn into Example, 
any now-a-days, upon what ſoever Provocat ion, ci 
theſe wicked Children in the Name of the Lord; 
immediately two She-bears, Creatures always her 
their own Nature, but then grown much more fo by 
ing made the Fxecutionersof God's Juſtice, ruſh cu 
an adjoyning Hood, ſeize upon two and feu 1 
il 
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dren, and tear them to Pieces Aud he went up from 
» unto Beth-el: And as be was going up by the Way, 
came forth littie Chiidren out of the City, aul moc ed 
and [aid unto him, Go up thou hald- head! Go up 
WM |.1i-h:ad! And he turned back, and looked on them, 
curſed them in the Name of the Lord : And there came 
þ two She-bears out of the Wood, and tare forty and two 
hen of them. | EP 
lany ordinary Readers have, Idoubt not, ſtuck at 
Paſſage; not conceiving how a Company of Chil- 
| making themſelves a little fooliſh Mirth and 
with a Traveller, whom they chanced to light on 
the Way, ſhould deſerve fo ſevere a Punuhment. 
ſich have not weighed the Circumſtances of the 
aʒ J haveſtated and repreſented them. Briefly, here 
za Struggle in the ſame Town, betwixt the true Re- 
on and Idolatry: The Idolategs, ſupported by the - 
jernment, which was on their ſide, grow petulant 
{infolent : A Prophet of the true God comes to the 
The Children of thoſe Idolaters, taught and 
om by their Parents, meet him, and abuſe him. 
2 Bald- headed Man a Monſter in I{r221? Had ſuch 
ne never been ſeen among them before? Many, no 
bt, whom they could pals by quietly enough. But 
Man was a Servant of that God;z whoſe Worſhip 
had renounced, and hated ; and for the ſake of 
Office, they affront the Man. Was it alight Mat- 
that the true Religion, and the Miniſters of it, 
uld fall fo much under the Public Scorn, as to be- 
me the Jeſt and Sport of Children? Here then was 
ſiety joyned with Ill-mamers; and whoever takes all 
le Circumſtances together, he will not think it 
inge that God ſhould vindicate his own Honour, 
| i the Dignity of Sacred Functions, in a manner fit 
like Terror into That, and all Future Ages. 


The 


08) 
- The Text being thus cleared, I now come ton 


Obſervations from it, and theſe which follow ſee 
me very obvious and natural. L's 


I. That Difference in Religion has moſtly this una 

effect and tendency, to ſowre the Tempers of M 
0 — baniſh Civility and Good-Manners from am 
them. | 5 — ̃ | 

II. That tis more eſpecially the Property of a f 

- Religion, to inſpire an · abuſive and contumelj 
Spirit. 

III. That Perſons in Holy Offices have great) 
ſuffer on this account. e 

IV. That the IIl Example of Parents in this particu 
has a bad influence upon, and corrupts the Beh 

our of their Children. 5 . 
V. That hince appears the Neceſſity of a good 
cation of Children; which then only is to be 
counted ſuch, when at the ſame time that they 

jůnſtructed in the Principles of ſound Religion, t 

are taught Good Manners alſo. 

VI. That the many Charity-Scbools diſperſed over 
Kingdom, may be made greatly ſerviceable to. 
Purpoſe. | 5 | | 

Laſtly, I ſhall endeavour to ſtir up your Bounty 
Liberality, for theSupport of thzsSchool ſet up an 
your ſelves. And becauſe I foreſee theſe Matt 

will take up ſomewhat more Time than uſu 

o through with them, I beſpeak your Patience 
1 


I. That Difference in Religion has moſtly this 
happy effect and tendency, to ſowre the Tempe 
Men, and baniſh Civility and Good Mannerst 
among them. 0 3 
For Men to treat one another rudely, and ant 
when they ſtand in each other's way, in their G 
after Gain, Riches, Preferments, Honours, or Vi 
ever elſe they call by the Name of Intereſt, 1s 


> . 
be wondered at, though far from allowable. This 
erer the manner of the World, and very ſuitable. 
that ſuch Purſuits ſhould awaken the worſt of Hu- 
Paſſions. But what have thoſe Paſſions to do 
Contention for Truth, were it ſo that Men, when 
differ about Religion, ſtrove for nothing elſe? 
is not meant therefore that the Temper here 
nlained of, flows as naturally and neceſſarily from 
ence in Religion, as any other Effect from its 
Experience has ſhewn that among Wiſe and 
Men, ſincere Lovers of Truth, Debates and 
wverfies of Religion can be managed with great 
tour and Calmneſs. And the Scripture plainly 
oſth it: Elfe it would not be at the pains to 
s Rules for our Behaviour in ſuch Encounters, 
Tm xi. 24, 25. The Servant of the Lord muſt 
ne, but be gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, patient, 
wekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if 
prradventure will give them repentance to the acknow- 
ef the Truth, But when Worldly ſelfiſh Views, 
nd ſmiſter Ends, intermingle with thoſe Debates; 
Religion degenerates into Faction, and the Strug- 
not for Conviction, but for Superiority, Power, 
gal Settlements; when Men by makin 5 their 
gion to triumph, aim at triumphing and riſing 
they themſelves along with it; when they are 
t and moſt forward to engage, who are the leaſt 
fed for it, Men drove on by a blind furious Zeal 
t Knowledge; when Artiſans, and Mean Perſons, 
n hardly treat together about the Common Af- 
ot Life, with Decency, and proper Language, 
the Buſineſs of their Callings, to go and ſquab- 
ith the firſt they meet, who is not of their Opini- 
when Religious Diſputes, I fay, are carried on 
ach Views, purſued for ſuch Ends, and managed 
ch Hands, *tis in vain to hope for fair Quarter, 
dvil Treatment: What you are to look for, is 
„Looks, and hard Words, inſtead of Reaſon and 
„ | | 8 
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A Diſagreement in Religion, even betwixt Pe 
of different Nations, may do miſchief enough, 
provoking them to mutual Injuries: As we fee 
the Example of the Fews and Samaritans, ho g 
© inraged cn both ſides, becauſe they could notaꝶ 
about the Place of God's Worſhip, that they den 
each other the Common Rights of Hoſpitality, I 
the Samaritan Villagers weuld not receive our Savic 
becauſe they ſaw he was going to worthip at 9 
lem, Luk. ix. 53. And a Woman of the ſame ( 
try, marvelled at his asking of her a little Wate 
drink, ſeeirg the Fews had no dealings with the $1 
tans. John. iv. 9. How much ill Uſage of this 
Men meet with abroad, among Strangers of ano 
Religicn, I necd not obſerve. ; 
Hut this is a ſmall Matter, compared to what] 
pens when the Quarrel breaks out at home, ande 
ple whom the ſame Laws and Government {hi 
unite, fall into theſe Altercations and this Sow 
amorg themſelves: When the Spirit of Religious 
cord goes forth among thoſe who live and dwellt 
ther, as (for Example) Fellow-Citizens, and Inj 
tants cf the ſame Town. Then it is that Soc 
which is one of the greateſt Bleſſings of Human 
becomes the greateſt Curſe and Miſery. They 
not go frem one another: Their Trades, Or 
tions, and Worldly Concerns, have fixed and 
mined their Abede in the ſame Place, and as i 
on the ſame Spot. And fo they ſeem to bell 
and chaired tcgether, only that thcy may have 
Opportunity to vex, teaze, and bite each other, 
What a fiightful Picture could I make of fot 
our Co: porations at this day, divided as they 5 
Religion, and torn with Factions! The neareſt 
bcurs not vcuchſafing one another a Civil & 
People with clouded Looks, and contracted I 
either paſſirg by in a ſullen Silence, or ſnappil 
grily at each other: All the Bands of Peace and 
ty quite diflolved, and no Charity left but a 
ccnfined to a Party: Cenſuring and Back-bitmgÞ 


t Pei nd Malice, Spight and III-Will, like ſo 9m 4 | 
agb, e raging o're the Town: Hardly any of thole = 
ve (eee! Regards and Reſpects to be ſeen, whereby a 
rho ener 4on of Perſons ſhould, at leaſt for Order-ſake, 

not ap-ſerved, but an Univerſal Rudeneſs and Incivi- 

y den erery where, as though the Place were inhabited 


". Iilsavages and Americans, There is nothing here 
vaviWcrated, and too much of this, I doubt, you feel 


WH g yourſelves. SSR, 

ne Ut rity bas it's Name from that more polite and hu- 
Water 3-haviour, which Men were ſuppos' d to acquire, 
e 0a ling together in Towns and Cities. But ſuch a 


this 


: ge have our Religious Diſſentions made, that the 
and 8 


felt way now for one to loſe all Good Manners, if 


hat WI ch Place as I have deſcribed, There he will ſoon 
nd a WW: to abuſe and ſpit in every Body's Face who does 
it fein as he doth, though he thinks never ſo abſurd- 
Sou to be pragmatical and aſſuming, and the leſs heun- 


1008 
well 0 
d In 


unds things, to be ſo much the more poſitive and 
mptory in them; to be eternally contradicting 
1s, whilſt he himſelf will brook no Contradic- 


S0 to give great Libertiesto his Tougue, and make 
nan ee and bold with the moſt reſpectable Charac- 
"he ; in fine, to allow himſelf in ſuch Aſperity and 
OcWlence of Manners, as is a Nuiſance to Society, 
nd ff: Scandal to Human Nature, and think it a Proof 
as 1 is Zeal for Religion. "> 
be rere ſuch a Behavicur the natural Conſequence of 
1ave eion, ſo that a Man could not be Religious un- 
her. WM he was rude and ill-manner'd, it would be a 


f fol 


eV , 


t Objetion againſt Religion, and would tempt 
to think it were better that there was no Re- 


clt Min at all in the World; as in Fact it has upon this 

il Aud been ſaid by Sceptics and Atheiſts. But ſo far 
ed Neligion from being in fault, that it conſiders Good 
ppi rers as a Part of it ſelf, and as a Branch of the great 
andy of Juſtice ; againſt which he no leſs offends, who 
it 4 | . | 
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any before, is to go and take up his Reſidence in 


dene 


| 
| 

| 
il 


denies another the Debt of Cixility owing to 
than if he with held whatever elſe is his moſt und 
ed Property. Nor were it difficult to ſhew, th 
thing would more contribute to poliſh and refin 
Manners of Men, and brivg them to an eaſy, de 
and handſome Deportment towards each other, 
Religion, were the excellent Rules of it exactly 
ted: And I dare lay it down accordingly for a My 
That no Man is, or can be, a Civil Perſon, or in 
a fc Gentleman, in the true Senſe of the Word, w 
not a good Chriſtiamnmn. : 
_ Hew is it then that ſo many rude things are d 
and put to the Account of Religion? Why, { 
times a miſtaken, tho well- meant, Zeal for the 
Religion, joyned to much Offenſe, and great Pn 
cation, given by unreaſonable Adverſaries, beget 
digration; and That breaks out into warm anda 
Expreſſions, not to be juſtified, no not on ſuch an 
caſion, and in ſuch a Cauſe, when againſt Cha 
and contrary to Good Manners: For as the Ap 
excellently ſays, the Wrath of Man worketh not the | 
teanſneſs of God . But as we commonly obſerve, t 
Men are more Zealons for Error and Falſhodd t 
for Truth, ſo tis likewiſe very certain that all 7 
coming from that Quarter, has a deeper Tindun 
Bitterneſs in it: Which brings me to my Second 
Ft bn, ;;: Eo oaner | . 
II. That tis mere eſpecially the Property ol 
Falſe Religion, to inſpire an abuſive and contu 
lious Spirit. e 127 a 1 
If the Example in the Text did not prove 
{{Fciently, numerous Inſtances might be broy 
from elſewhere, ſhewing that the Zealots of Fa 
Religions have ever diſtinguiſhed themſelves by a 
culiar Virnlency of Temper, and Rudeneſs of M 
ners, unleſs where they have been reſtrained and k 
within bounds by Laws: As in the caſe ef the I 
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1 James i. 20. | 
amon 


an 
2 weſt us, whoſe Unchriſtian Spirit we are not unac- 
th Mind with, but feel not the dire effects of it ſo 
en 48 other Proteſtauts do, who live in Countries 
echt Religion governs and rules, and being out- 


ered and over- powered, are dealt with accordingly. 
Ind it were to wiſhed that ſome People, who have 
ys boaſted of their great Diſtance, from Popery, 
made that Pretence good, by ſhewing a better Spi- 


Ih for this Reaſon, That had their Uſage of us, 
fr our Differences, been. more temperate and be- 
ug, they would not have drawn us to Reprizals 
Retaliations, which we our {elves muſt and do 


the | vi 
t nn, when the Heat of Debate is over. 
eget low a Falſe Religion works Men up to this Spirit, 


be accounted for many ways; but if we ſuppoſe 
eigion, - that inſtead of teaching it's Followers 
e humble, and to think ſoberly and modeſtly of 
jklves, blows them up with Pride, Preſumption, 
&Econceit, we may reſt here without ſeeking 
ter, For when Men have learnt to make Com- 
lms, always to their Advantage; to ſay with the 
jiſee, Lord, I thank thee that I am not as other Men 
to arrogate and challenge all Godlineſs to them- 
; what can the Effect of this be, but to make 
Men, in the Pride of their Hearts, think Civil 
ment and Courteous Language too good for thoſe, 
in their Opinion, ſtand ſo much below them? 
vill operate in Religion, as in Common Life: 
Incert of Spiritual Advantages will induce Ill- man- 


& 5 | 2 S . 
bro wleſs than a Man's over-valuing himfelf, and un- 
4 Aung others, upon any other Score whatſoever. 


at Cynical Behaviour in ſome of our W der 
which they affect, and therein place much of 
Chriſtianity: a Sign that they underſtand that 
n well, which, as it is in all other relpeds the 
Wanze Dell glei the Car he feed 
Ha, 617211 2303 07 970 £53417; DAG dg E 
mon; D hbief t G0 CHUA 20 2178 | 
C 2 ” I am 
: | 


Iwiſh it, as for the ſake of our Common Peace, 


. ever defſirous that their Prelacy and Clergy, might be had a5 
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Zam next tolliewy-/fftt betty af 
III. That Perſons in 4 Offices have great! 
ſuffer on this account, this Ill-manner'd Spirit ſing 
them out above others for the Objects of it's Fury, 
Could Ipals over this Head, and drop it, wi 
further animadverſion, I would gladly do ſo; ber; 
as I cannot ſpeak to it without expoſtulating for 
Rudeneſs with which We the Miniſters of this Ch 
are treated, fo tis ſcarce conſiſtent with modeſty, 
a Man to preſs a matter wherein he is himſelf 
dy intereſted. But Imuſt not for ſuch Confident 

over-look my Text. 8 e 
However, laying aſide other Matters of juſt ( 
plamt, as the Injuries and Scurrilities of the! 
which obſerves no ſort of Decency towards us, 
only note this Circumſtance, which brings the Prop 
Caſe and our own to a very near Reſemblance; n 
ly, that as the Indignity offered him was yhill 
was Travelling on the Way, ſo the Publick Street 
Roads, which are open to the meaneſt and moſt 

ject of the People, ſeem to be ſhut up to us, 
we reſolve to bear with patience and in filence, 
Scoffings and Revilings, the rude Juſtl ings and Fl 
ings, and poſſibly ſomewhat worſe, that wear 
poſed to as we go along. Our Habit, which was 
us for an Honourable Diſtinction, and to make ui 
zo the People, as the LXXIVth Canon expreſſes it 
order to have their Civil Regards, is fo far from 
tecting us from Inſults, that it draws them upo 
and ſerves only as a Mark to lay us the more 
to them. So that if the Humour goes on, that 
happen which was never yet ſeen among any Fe 


+ The true, ancient. and flouriſhing Churches of Chriſt 


outward Reverence, as otherwiſe regarded for the Worthineſs0l 
Miniſtry,” did think it fir by a Preſcript Form of decent and 

Apparel, to have them known to the People, and thereby to! 
the Honour and Eſtimation due to the ſpecial Meſſengets and 
ſters of Almighty God: We therefore 5 
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JJ 
eathen or Chriſtian, the Clergy of the National Church 
uced to the neceſſity of going under a Deſguiſe, 
o keep off Affronts from their Character, where it ap- 
ars openly. And let me tell you, that this Rude- 
gels to an Order of Men ſo treated in no other Part 
r the World, has by Strangers been taken notice of, 
with ſevere Reflections for it on the Manners of the 
Nation. 5 | TR | 
It may be they who abuſe and revile the Clergy, do 


auſe they are of another Belief, and Sect of Religion: 
Others, becauſe they are of no Belief at all, and hate 
all Religion. But the former have ſhewnthe Example, 
and led the way, and thereby raiſed a Spirit which, 
Ike an Evil Demon, they themſelves will never be 
ble to lay down again, ſhould it be hereafter their Caſe 
to ſuffer under it, as tis ours at preſent. Thoſe Mul- 
tudes of Atheiſts, Libertines, and Men of no Reli- 
gion, who now combine and joyn with them in the 
Cy againſt us, will then turn againſt them, carry the 
War into their Quarters, and throw ten times more 
corn on their Teachers, than they ever did on the 
Clergy, of this Church. For if they have done theſe things 
in a green tree, what will they do na dry? 
How much better and wiſer had it been for them 
and us, by a decent Deportment towards each other, 
to have ſecured on either fide the Honour of Sacred 
Miniſtrations, and thereby cut off the Occaſion, which, 
from a contrary Behaviour, Profane and Ungodly 
Men have taken to deſpiſe Religion it felf! to which 
tis plain a Mortal Wound has been given, and who 
they are that by their Petulancy and Rudeneſs have 
moſt contributed to it, God will judge. But enough 
af this, and leſs I could not ſay without looking quite 
beſide my Text. B „„ 1 
Into this State then of Barbariſm have our fooliſh 
Content ions brought us. The Averſion, Strangeneſs, 


no other Name. There wants only this further to a 
ang 3 


+ not all upon the ſame Principle. Some do it, be || 


and Incivility we ſhewone another, can be called by 


* 


the Parents right or wrong happen not to like, as ſup 


pleat the Evil, that it be propagated to Poſterin 
born, learn to be as Rude and IIl- Manner d as the 


another may ſucceed as ſowre as the former; »whi 
bas been our Unhappineſs hitherto, and how to app 


Fourth Obſervation , 


Courſe. of Three, and ſometimes Four, Generation 


Children, or perhaps Grand-Children, of thoſe whi 


| Feuds broke out ameng our ſelves, which as they 
then filled the Land with Confuſion and every evil Work, 


thoſe who went before us. | 


4 4.) 
and that the Children now born, and thoſe yet vii” It 


Fathers; fo that ks faſt as one Generation wears 


a Remedy to it, may well deſerve to be conſider 
"Tis what I propoſe to my ſelf, under the Heads th 
remain unſpoken to; Previous to which muſt be n 


/ 


IV. That the III Example of Parents in this part 
cular, has a bad influence upon, and corrupts the Bt 
haviour of then Children,” 7 2 HH 4095 
The Children in the Text had never ſhewn wi” 
 Rudenefs to the Prophet, if they had not been tau 
to hate his Character, together with the True Rei 
gion, by their Idolatrous Parents, as theſe before hal 
been taught by theirs. For from the Beginning 
the Schifm under Feroboam, to Eliſha's Time, we cn 
pute it ſomewhat above Seventy Years, the ordinan 


The Fathers of theſe Children, were themſelves the 


firſt had gone into that Schiſm, and departed from 
the true Worſhip of God. | gr 


* 


Much about fo many Years ago, thoſe unnaturdl 


fo have they baniſhed Peace and Charity out of it ever 
fince ; never to return, ſo long as we tranſmit our Pal- 
fions and Animoſities to our Children, as part of the 
Inheritance we leave them, in like manner as we out 
ſelves derive our preſent ill Temper and Spirit from 


Were Families looked into, how many would be 
found, where the firſt thing done to Children, 1s to 
root and fix them in a Hatred of that Religion, which 


poſe” the Eſtabliſhed Religion of their Country! The 


poor 


8 } : LS 
worlittle Creatures never hear the Church mentioned, 
r its Worſhip, nor it's Miniſters, but with oppro- 


tu tons Epithets, and in Terms of greateſt Contu- 
' te rely and Rudeneſs. And what muſt the after con- 
ick of their Life be, when the Foundation is laid in 
hig ncharitableneſs and Ill-manners, when they are 
app woht to revile as Toon as they are taught to ſpeak? - 


r will I deny but there may be Faults on the other 
File; and that the Children of ſome Church - Men may 
we more than ought of their Parents's Reſentments 
filled into them. 4; BN LK ot NG 
If we mean to keep up our Differences to the end of 
eWorld, this is the way: But if we be weary of 
em, as tis time weſhould, it behooves us to — 5 
another Courſe. The preſent Generation is too en- 
nomed, it's Prejudices too inveterate, to hope it 
ould mend it's Manners. No matter therefore how 
men it went off, and followed thoſe who are gone be- 
e, ſo we could have the comfortable Proſpect of a 
ter to come after it. And that depends on the Tem- 

tn in which thoſe Children are bred, who are to tread 
Stage of Life when we have quitted it. On which, 
they muſt Act the ſame Part, and repeat over the 
eRoolle we have done, if they muſt live amidſt the 

ne Contention and Strife, and ſee no quieter Days 
turellen we have ſeen, I cannot but behold them with 
tr, and think it had been happier for them (had 


the: ſo pleaſed) if from their Cradles they had made 
ork, . 1 « | 
ove ene ſtep to their Graves. ) 

rt if inſtead of being left to purſue the Quarrel 


pin by their Fathers, and traine up accordingly in 
our and Hatred, they had their tender Minds 
ed into mild and gentle Diſpoſitions; ſeaſoned 
Humility, Modeſty, and a decent Regard for 
Men; with Tempers thus moulded and framed, 
would, at their ſetting out into the World, come 
pared to meet their Neighbours and Fellow-Citi- 
b with Complacency and Benevolence, and con- 
friendly with them, though of contrary Per- 
„ = ſwaſions 
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oy bebe 3 ereby the Peace at leaſt of Society woll 


e preſerved, if no nearer approach could be mate 
an Agreement in Religion. And ſo J paſs to m 
Fifth Obſervation, 1 OY | 
V. The Neceſſity of a good Education to be give 
to Children; which then only is to be accounted {yd 
. when at the ſame time that they are inſtructed in 
Principles of ſound Religion, they are taught G00 
Manners alſo. „ NE ER 
' The Knowlege of God their Maker, and of the. 
ty they owe him, ought no doubt to go firſt, an 
challenges the principal Place; but Good Manne 
muſt come next, without which even the Knowledg 
of Religion may happen to ſignify very little, beca 
there may be a ſort of IIl- manners that ſhall deft 
and defeat all Religion. n 
Are there not ſome ſo IIl-mannered as to affr 
and revile Almighty God himſelt ? *Tis hardly cn 
ceivable to what degree of Wickedneſs, a rude and p 
tulant Spirit may carry Men. It flies at every thu 
Againſt it nothing can be ſafe, no Character, no Ra 
no Preeminence among Men, no Laws, no Gove 
ment, no Majeſty of Crowned Heads. Having tri 
theſe under Foot, the next that comes to be inſulted 
the great Ruler of the World, and Author of allo 
Beings. This is horrible Rudeneſs and Ill-manne 
you will allow: But have you never known Wretche 
in whom not the leaſt Sign or Shew could be diſcem 
of Awe and Reverence for theſe? In ſome indeed, e 
Pecially of the meaner ſort, it may be ſottiſn Ign 
rance and Stupidity; and were it no other than 
ſtill it proves the neceſſity of ſuch an Education 
may keep them, if poſſible, from degenerating ſo nul 
into Brutes. But in moſt, tis Headineſs and Inl 
lence of Temper; tis a ſtubborn refractory Humou 
that will bend to nothing, and bear no Check or C 


7 C11 


troul upon it. ; | 
here is an Evil Nature that ſometimes diſcoveni 
ſelf very early in Children, and threatens Mi J 


(17) : 
voll chief to the World, if ever it grows up to Man- 
de Hd. No way to deal with it but by taming it whilſt 
g, as we do Bears, and Wolves, and other Sa- 
e Creatures. By the Diſcipline of Good Manners 
„tit may be brought to ſubmit to the Diſcipline of 
ey and Government hereafter, which otherwiſe 
not likely it ever will do. 1 Z 
ind if on ſuch an Evil Nature, remaining uncor- 
x through Defect of Education, as on a crabbed 
eh comes to be grafted and ſuperadded in after-time 
tfowre Zeal of which I have ſpoke before, as too 
n it happens, how harſh muſt the Fruit be which 
ea Tree doth yield! How needs muſt it ſet every 
es teeth on edge that taſtes of it! That is, to ſpeak 
eu bout Figure, how unfit muſt ſuch an one be ta 
rerſe with the reſt of Mankind, and to diſcharge 
Fly Civil friendly Office of Life! How moroſe and 1 
ditioned in his whole Behaviour! An inbred undiſ- 
d ined Ferity of Nature, mingled with Wrath and Bit- 
chin eſs on the ſcore of Religion, muſt make a ſtrange 
vound, when they meet in the ſame Perſon. 
nd where this Temper poſſeſſeth Numbers and Mul- 
des, as it cannot but be very grievous and irkſome 
ted other more humanized and civilized People, who 
aol ld be glad to live eaſy with all the World, ſo I ſee 
mei how any Society can bear it ſelf againſt it. It 
che t ſubvert all Order, and undermine all Foundations 
eme Common Peace and Tranquillity. No endea- 
1s therefore ſhould be wanting to bridle it betimes, 
hinder it from getting to a head : And the Means 
It likely to avail to that end, is ſuch an Education 
ion en toChildren as may ſweeten their Natures,and en- 
mu them with peaceable and governable Diſpoſitions. 
Int i good for a Man that he bear the Toke in his Touth, 
mol the Scripture 4; that is, that he learn Docility 
r Col! Obedience betimes, before Age and Years have 
red the Mind quite untractable. Let Children 
ven n be inured and accuſtomed to bend their Wills 
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and not think themſelves wiſer and more know 


and Opinionativeneſs be narrowyly watched, and c 


Let this Maxim be deeply inculcated into the 


to Decencs; to do always that which is becom! 


Conduct and Deportment hereafter; and this is ul 
I underſtand by Good Manners. Tix 


to due Compliances, to bear without contradiQicn 
ſtraint upon their Fancies and Humours, Paſſions, 
Inclinations; and not to ſtand ſtiffly and obſtinat 
out, againſt every thing which pojhbly may not pl 
them. Let them be taught to have a great þ 
our for their Superiors, and Reverence for the! 
tutions of their Country: To deterr to the Auth 
ty and Judgment of their Governors and Teach 


than they. Let every Seed of Pride, Conceitedy 


fully weeded out of them, and humble and md 
Thoughts be made to ſucceed in the room. Ab 
all, let them be cautioned againft Religious Pr 
or boaſting ofSpiritual Prerogativesin which they! 
think to excell. The Knowledge, Gifts , and Gras 
God, are matter of Thankfulneſs to the great Auth 
them, not of Cenſoriouſneſs or Contempt of oth 


That the ſureſt Sign of Grace, and true Religion, 
a charitable, meek, and humble Spirit. In th 
outward Carriage, let all haughty and di{dainfulLo 
arrcgant Geſtures, rude and provoking Actions 
ſeverely rebuked ; no malapert Language, no revil 
Specches, ſuffered to come out of their Mouths. ] 
them be made to underſtand, that even to their! 
feriors they owe a Condeſcenſion, and that in 
meaneſt Perſon there is that which is reſpectable, 
Human Nature, much more our Common Chriftat 
ty. In a word, to be courteous and affable, fearfulof 
ving Oftetiſe ; not contentious and diſputatious, 
flexible and yielding; not pecviſh and telty, | 
calm and temperate; to live within Rules, and ke 


to render to every one that which is his due, Sub! 
ſion to ſome, Civil Reſpect to others, Univerſal 
ne volence to all; This, I ſay, and poſſibly more wil 
1 have omitted, is what Children ſhould. have infi 
ated into their Practice now, in order to a reg" 


„ 5 
There is indeed another ſort of Thing called by 
t Name, which would not deferve mention, but 
the Folly of ſome Parents who lay great Streſs 
n it, and make the beſt part of their Children's 
(cation to conſiſt in it. I mean a certain Punctu- 
and Ceremoniouſneſs of Demeanour, converſant 
ut Modes, and Forms, and I know not what; 
ich when Children, with a great deal of pain and 
ting, have got ſome attainment in, they are ſaid 
be well-bred, or well-mannered. Of whatever Uſe this 
Breeding may be among ſome Ranks of People, as 
wnduces nothing to Virtue, ſo it is not the Good 
mers of which Iam ſpeaking. In Low Lite there 
ttle occaſion for Ceremony, but there is for Good 
ners in every State of Life. Briefly, the Good 
ers which T here propound, is a thing above the 
fing Education of a Dancing-School. It is a Complex 
ſundry Virtuous Habits, planted in the Mind and 
|, which grace and adorn it, ſubdue every 11-natured 
e and Paiſion in it, and thence exert themſelves ſui- 
iy in the Outward Perſon; giving Benignity of Aſ- 
i, Sweetneſs of Converſation, a general Friendlineſs 
dObligingneſs in the whole Behaviour. So that in- 
moſt, if not all, the Social Virtues, may beunder- 
odas comprehended in this one Word, Good Mame:s. 
Now let it be conſidered what a happy Change 
1 Nurture given to Children, and growing up with 
m, muſt in all Iikelyhood produce in the next 
meration, It would renew the face of the World. Of 
ey Wilderneſs that it now is, where Men, as un- 
med as Wild-beaſts, range licentiouſly, biting and 
ring one another, it would make it a Habitation 
Realonable Creatures. Then would there be Con- 
d and Harmony in Socictics, and not as it is now, 
ing and claſhing, Variance and Strife. But the 
why ſt bleſſed Effect of all is, that, like Water thrown 
de Flame, it would allay thole intemperate Heats 
91 nc are kindled by Difference in Religion. Not 
net it would end all Diſputes at once, but it would 
Th xe off that Sharpneſs 1 that accompanics 
2 nen 


Ends, and Uſes, for which they are admirably cal 


2 r 

them, and does all the miſchief. Though it mig 
not preſently reconcile Opinions, it would recone 
Affections, which would be a great ſtep to the oth 
For who knows what might follow, when that ang 
ſtomachful Zeal was wrought off, which keeps M 
aſunder, many times more than the Things the. 
ſelves do, about which they differ? This ſeems v. 
plain, that a Civil Good Mannered Treatment 
each other, would beget Love, and nouriſh mu 
Good-will ; and there is nothing that may not 
expected from thoſe excellent Virtues, where . 

ſit warm upon the Hearts of Men. 5 
I he Sum of all that has been ſaid amounts tot 
that Difference in Religion, not neceſſarily, but 
accident, and through the Corruption of Men, int 
duces Rudeneſs and IIl-manners; and Rudeneſs: 
IIl-manners widen the Breach, and alienate Men m 
and more from one another. Take away this Ruden 
and III- manners, or (which is more practicable) let 
be prevented by a good Nurturè and Education 
Children, and you remove the greateſt Obſtack 
an Union of Minds, and probably alſo of Judgme 
and Sentiments. But I haſten to my Sixth Obſeruti 
VI. That the many Charzity-Schools diſperſed throws 
out the Kingdom, may be made greatly ſerviceat 
to that good purpoſe. 

I ſhall bring what I have to ſay on this He 
into a very ſhort Compaſs; becauſe I am not o 
dering theſe Schools with reſpect to all the excel 


lated, but in that ſingle View only which the Sub 
I am upon leads me to take of them. 5 
They muſt needs be the greateſt Strangers to Go 
Manners, who through Poverty, and the ſtraitnek 
their Circumſtances in the World, are bercaved of 
Means ofa Virtuous Education. And accordingly,wik 
is ſo much wicked Rudeneſs, as among the Mea 
and Poorer ſort of People? How little Senſe hi 
they of Goodneſs, or of Duty either to God « 
Man! What therefore doth particularly n 
| RH 


LD oo 

t mige Schools, is their being deſigned for the Benefit 
econd ch Poor People's Children, as without this Charity 
e othiMs remain deſtitute of all Inſtruction, and abandoned 
it ange Wildneſs of untaught and uncultivated Nature. 
Ps Mn a Nation conſtituted as we are, the want of Good 
S thinners in thoſe of the loweſt Rank, is of worſe con- 
Ds vefMWrence, and more pernicious to the Publick, than in 
nent Wantreys where they are kept in greater Subjection, 
mut allowed no Capacity to act in, that can enable 
not {Wn to do much hurt. Here, they have Freedoms and 
re t erties, that ſet them almoſt upon a level with 

ir Betters, and give them the Privilege of being 

to ti troubleſome, and very miſchievous and dange- 
but alſo, if they be very IIl-mannered, as too frequent- 

„ Inttey are. Of Religion they know nothing, or 

it is next to nothing, yet ſeldom fail to be of a 
nt, and to eſpouſe it with ſo much more Warmth 
uderd they leſs underſtand the Matters in queſtion, and 
en their Zeal is all Madneſs and Extravagance. 
tion isis a fore Evil, not to be remedied, as the Caſe 
nds with us, but by taking the Children of ſuch 
ople under the Publick Care, and committing. their 
Iucation to better Hands than of their own Parents. 
And had nothing more than this been conſidered in 

e frſt Inſtitution of Charity-Schools, it alone were e- 
ugh to admoniſh of the neceſſity oſ them. Pity only 
s, that their Number ſhould not yet be in propor- 
on to their Uſefulneſs; that to render the Good ac- 
ing from them more general and diffuſive, there 
not at leaſt One in every populons Pariſh 
roughout the Nation. Until it ſhall pleaſe God 
enlarge Men's Hearts, for promoting and extend- 
g further ſo excellent a Work, we muſt be glad to 
ve theſe Schools where indeed they are principally 
anted; that is to ſay, in Cities and greater Towns, 
hich being Places of Converſe and Society, of Com- 
any and Reſort, need more than others to have Rude- 
cls and Ill manners driven out of them. Such Pla- 
5 do alſo moſt abound with thoſe Poor Children, 
lo are the proper Objects of this Charity. | 

| | 1 (One | 


gme 
L 
r0ug 
1ceal 


Hes 
f C0 
celle 

Cc 40 
zubje 


Go 
nels 
of t 
wit 
ſeq 
ha 
Or 
1K 
the 


„ 
One thing I would infinuate, becauſe I doubt 
Practice runs commonly to the contrary. Tis that 
the choice of Children to be taken into theſe Schon 
a more ſpecial regard be had to Families where th 
is leaſt of Religion and Good Manners. On ot 
occaſions, thoſe Poor in whom we ſee a Fear of (; 
and a peaceable Behaviour, have the juſteſt title z 
claim to our Kindneſs, and to our Alms. But int 
_ Caſe before us, it ſeems to be otherwiſe. This (| 
rity is certainly beſt beſtowed and applied, whi 
it reſcues an Unhappy Child out of the hands of 
rents, of whom he can only learn to be, like them, 
ry wicked and very rude. | 
I ſhall now in the laſt Place, and by way of ( 
cluſion, endeavour to ſtir up your Bounty and Lil 
rality, for the ſupport of this School ſet up amo k 
—— | | 
And I hope Il need not uſe many Words to prer: 
with you. If you are convinced that what J have {1 
geſted has any weight in it, that I have made at 
and faithful Repreſentation of things, you muſt thi 
there is a neceſſity for laying the Foundation of 
| better-mannered World: And then, as you to wh-iꝗ 
God has afford ed Abilities, will take heed to ti 
Manners of your own Children, and ſpare nothing 
have their Minds cultivated with all the Virtues bo 
of a Civil and a Religious Life; ſo you will not den 
your Charitable Help and Aſſiſtance for the Inftruci 
of poor Creatures, whom otherwiſe want of Mel 
muſt leave a Prey to every Brutiſh Paſſion and Vic - 
Iherein youwill do an Act, not only of great Col 
paſſion to them, but of no leſs Good to your ſelrt 
You think that Money well laid out, which you g 
to have your Streets cleanſed, and the Dirt and Fil. 
removed out of them. And can there be a greater. 
noyance than looſe and diſorderly Children, fill 
the Streets of a Town with unſeemly Noiſe and C 
mour , {wearing, curſing, brawling and quam 
ling, perhaps (like thoſe in the Text) abuſing 1 
affronting Strangers and Travellers as they pany 


lpoltle, nat to faint, and he weary, Wh, 94 45 
9 'T TEE to addreſs. at b 1 
5 boy? at. whoſe hands we crave and hope for tl 
father Aid and Supply, „ to. be ht the _ 
5 Gift of ot ers. nat ares? 


"cher An , 1 
Les nee 4 Poor len. ron ing before eyo} 


off Fe your Eyes from me, and Took upon ai V 
- gannot. do it, and not have your Hearts mene 
ty towards them. Ton cannat de it, bl 

or the ene, he here lets to 1 1 


od. 0 
cing the beſt Work; ai d the mo acceptable to to, hy 
of any that Men can 300 in this World, viz, helping 
80 others forward in the way of Virtue. And beg 
_ . perfiraded of you, I take my leave „ and Ai 
With my hearty Prayer to 2 = Exacious and 
*  Ged, for his Bleiſing on the School; and on ever 4 
ns that contributes to the e-Suppart of It. 
Wt the God of Peace; who brad It. ag again frm 
Dead oi Lord Feſus Chriſt, . Heat He herd 

x _ thy Theep, by the Blood of the ever! k 600 44 
male you perfect i in every Good Work,” to do by bu 

1 n YOu that- which i 25 vell-pleaſmg in wk 
the og Jelit Chrift « au Lord: 15 «to whom: with] 

| "Ether, and the . be i Oe Tn, e 
10 7 : ever. Amen. , * EU 
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